


yzantine Blue does not exist, at least not a standard manifestation of 
a known colour, such as yellow ochre, burnt Siena or Prussian blue. 
Nevertheless, it does exist, namely as title of a series of works by Brigitte 

Spiegeler, in which Byzantine elements like the colour blue creates occuren-
ces and interactions without the relationship being necessarily congruent and 
where nowhere Byzantine becomes a function or gradation of the colour blue. 
6RPHWKLQJ�RI�WKH�QRQ�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�WLWOH�LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�KHU�ZRUN��LW�UHPDLQV�D�
paradoxical combination: herein something clashes, variables are put together 
in a complex relationship towards each other.

$W�ÀUVW�JODQFH��WKHVH�ZRUNV�DUH�VLPSOH�WR�GHVFULEH��WKH\�DUH�DERXW�LPDJHV�
captured with a pinhole camera presented in a square form mostly whereby, on 
parts of the image, blue is applied in the form of crude pigment, a combination 
of water and ink, or water and pigment. While the picture is still wet, the whole 
LV�WKHQ�SKRWRJUDSKHG�DJDLQ��WKLV�WLPH�ZLWK�DQ�¶RUGLQDU\·�GLJLWDO�FDPHUD��%\�
WKH�¶hEHUPDOXQJ·��SDUWV�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�DUH�KLGGHQ�IURP�YLHZ��
but  never so much that no major visual elements remain. Unlike in a more 
iconoclastic over-painting style, these elements form the dynamic meaning of 
the interaction between two visual resources: the more original image is not 
attacked and destroyed, but is nuanced and layered.

The photos in this series are all taken in Istanbul, a city with a long, eventful and 
venerable history in which different traditions and religions have played a role 
DQG�OHIW�WKHLU�PDUNV��VRPHWLPHV��DV�ZLWK�WKH�$\D�6RÀD��LQ�RQH�VLQJOH�EXLOGLQJ��

Byzantine blue exists! 
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“BOTH BYZANTINE 
ELEMENTS LIKE THE 

COLOUR BLUE OCCUR 
AND INTERACT WITH 

EACH OTHER WITHOUT 
THE RELATIONSHIP 

BEING NECESSARILY 
CONGRUENT”

Philip Peters
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It is a fairy tale, dazzling, busy, modern and yet at times 
dilapidated city, a city of stories and legends on the border 
of East and West, a city of prospects and nostalgia that 
looks both hopeful to the future as well as with melancholy 
to its past.

Something of such bewildering complexity in space and 
WLPH�LV�UHÁHFWHG�E\�WKH�PDWHULDOV�XVHG�IRU�WKLV�ZRUN��(DFK�
SKRWR�FDSWXUHV�E\�GHÀQLWLRQ�D�PRPHQW�WKDW��LPPHGLDWHO\�
afterwards is already over; in this respect, photography is 
a prime material of history. This is even stronger for black 
and white photos, which offer something old-fashioned 
from the moment it became possible to work in colour. 
7KH�XVH�RI�D�SLQKROH�FDPHUD�DPSOLÀHV�WKLV�HIIHFW�WR�D�
JUHDW�H[WHQW��QRWKLQJ�LV�TXLWH�VKDUS��WKH�¶WRQH·�LV�WKDW�RI�D�
bygone past, people are ghosts, building their own history, 
the world is but shadow and magic. Such a picture is like 
a reminder: fuzzy, blurry with sudden details catching the 
eye, close (the remembrance takes place in the here and 
QRZ��EXW�DOVR�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LQÀQLWHO\�GLVWDQW��HOXVLYH�
(the subject of memory, a bygone time). We can dream of 
it, but we cannot really walk around in it, we can point out 
to it, but we cannot grasp it.

Cantemir (page 7)
KH�ZRUN�RQ�SDJH����¶&DQWHPLU·��VKRZV�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�SDUW�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ��
and possibly left and top center pieces of other buildings. The picture 
does have that quality of the past that actually does not refer to any 

historical moment  in that time, but seems vague and thus, paradoxically, almost 
¶WLPHOHVV·��LI�\RX�JR�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVFLRXVO\�DZRNHQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDVW��
it is not that past in which the architecture was established - that in itself already 
covers different periods of time - because then, there was no photography. In 
RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�WLPHIUDPH�RI�WKH�YLVLEOH��ÀJXUDWLYH�LQJUHGLHQWV�RI�WKH�SLFWXUH�
is, as is often the case, no more than a representation of the image, that is 
to say that aspect of the image which is documentary, descriptive, and which 
harbours our pre-conditioned associations. But it is, especially because of the 
evocative pinhole technique, no image that really exists in the present moment. 
The timeframe with which we have to deal with here- and that applies equally to 
WKH�RWKHU�ZRUNV���LV�WKXV�D�ÀFWLRQDO��LPDJLQDU\�WLPH��D�WLPH�WKDW�H[LVWV�RQO\�LQ�RXU�
head, you could say: a time without time.

The blue is not smooth but contains different shades, especially over the archi-
WHFWXUH���LQ�WKH�LPDJLQDU\�¶VN\·���LW�LV�DOPRVW�RU�PD\EH�HQWLUHO\�SDLQWLQJ��KRZ�DQG�
DW�ZKDW�SDFH�LW�KDV�EHHQ�DSSOLHG��,Q�WKLV�¶VN\·��QRWKLQJ�PRUH�KDSSHQV�WR�WKH�H\H�
than in the photographed architecture. This is not so strange because architec-
ture is static and the air is not which depends for its appearance on the weather 
at that the time of the day and which changes therefore its appearance. Yet, 
this is not the exact text, as it describes something we know and not what we 
VHH��:KDW�ZH�VHH�LV�D�VN\�WKDW�FDQQRW�H[LVW�LQ�¶UHDOLW\·��7KDW�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�EOXH��

“SUCH BEWILDERING COMPLEXITY IN SPACE AND TIME IS 
REFLECTED BY THE MATERIALS USED FOR THIS WORK”

“THE TIMEFRAME 
WITH WHICH WE HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH HERE 

IS THUS A FICTIONAL, 
IMAGINARY TIME, A 
TIME THAT EXISTS 
ONLY IN OUR HEAD, 

YOU COULD SAY: 
A TIME WITHOUT 

TIME”

The blue is, obvious of course, applied later and that order 
LV�YLVLEOH�VKRZLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�WLPH�UDWLR��WKLV�LV�D�¶PRGHUQ·�
PRPHQW��LQ�DEVWUDFW�IRUP�SXW�RQ�WKH�ÀJXUDWLYH�SDVW��D�
comment or at least a form of visual response to what was 
already there - sometimes contradictions come into being, 
sometimes the new layer also wishes to be congruent with 
the image and that is possible within one work. This has 
partly to do with the way the blue is applied: partly carefully 
to emphasize a detail or a part (by following this or by just 
concealing a fragment) and partly by applying it seemingly 
arbitrarily or spontaneously, scattered , dripped, dynamic. 
Applying the blue adds a physical, gestural dimension to 
WKH�SHWULÀHG��IUR]HQ�LPDJH���WKH�LPDJH�LV�¶SHUVRQDO·��DQ�
individual invention of the artist, a living contribution to an 
unchanging place, a footstep in the sand. Yet another layer 
is added to the history of the site in question, namely: when 
the picture, still wet, is photographed, the moment is gone, 
has become history.  

,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�ZRUN�LWVHOI�ÀWV�WKH�WRSLF��HFKRLQJ�WKH�
 genesis of the work of the city itself and has become 
(also at least) a mimicry of it all.
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Byzantine blue (Cantemir) c-print in epoxy, 30 x 40 cm, 2012

that alternation of light with non rigid surfaces and darker 
vertical / diagonal rows has nothing to do with meteorology, 
but is more akin to intuition, feeling, coincidence, the way 
the wet material behaves on this surface.

7KLV�DSSOLHV�HYHQ�PRUH�VWURQJO\�WR�WKH�¶GURS�SDWWHUQ·�GH�
tectable at the level of the architecture itself. This technique 
KDV�WZR�DVSHFWV��ÀUVW�RI�DOO��WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�
is clearly followed, and thus stressed - in the architrave 
DERYH�WKH�ÀUVW�ÁRRU�DQG�LQ�WKH�FRORQQDGH�EHORZ���ZKLFK�
betrays a deliberate choice, while at the same time, the 
IRUP�RI�WKH�¶GURSV·�DOPRVW�YDULHV�SHU�GURS��7KLV��LQ�WXUQ��
KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�VSRQWDQHRXV�¶ZD\�WKLQJV�JR·�ZKLFK�WKH�
blue apparently took at the single moment and under the 
circumstances of the application. And then, there is a kind 
RI�¶IDOO�RXW·�RI�GURSOHWV�RQ�WKH�OHIW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��GURSOHWV�
WKDW�EHKDYH�HQWLUHO\�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ODZV�RI�¶VFDWWHU�SDW-
WHUQ·��WKXV��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�¶HQ�SDVVDQW·�WKDW�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�
arcade wants to be the most representative feature of the 
 architecture and apparently is considered as such by the 
artist.

And then, there is something else: in the corners of the 
entire surface, the image is rounded - a characteristic of 

“YET THE DROPS LOOK REMARKABLY ‘TEMPORARY’ AND LITE RALLY 
‘CLOSE’ - LIKE RAINDROPS ON THE WINDSHIELD OF A CAR, AN 

 ASSOCIATION THAT IS NOT SO CRAZY, SINCE IT CREATES A SIMILAR 
DISTANCE BETWEEN THE VIEWER AND THE ‘REAL WORLD’ ”

pinhole photography called vignetting. This vignetting here 
takes on an almost perspective effect: it seems like the 
rest of the picture plane is in a rounded frame, or rather: 
behind that frame, so that an illusion of distance is created 
between the viewer and the actual image, a distance in 
space, which simultaneously, can be interpreted as a dis-
tance in time and as a psychological distance. Of course, 
these factors cannot be considered as completely separate 
from each other.

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�UHPDUNDEO\�EOXH�¶GURSV·�VHHP�WR�
EH�DOPRVW�OLWHUDOO\�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��,Q�¶UHDOLW\·��EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�
that this really mean here since the work dictates its own 
reality?), this was also the case during the work process. 
+RZHYHU��WKLV�QR�ORQJHU�DSSOLHV�WR�WKH�ÀQDO�VWDJH���WKH�
 photographic record of the result of the earlier stages in 
D�ÁDW�LPDJH��<HW�WKH�GURSV�ORRN�UHPDUNDEO\�¶WHPSRUDU\·�DQG�
OLWHUDOO\�¶FORVH·���OLNH�UDLQGURSV�RQ�WKH�ZLQGVKLHOG�RI�D�FDU��
an association that is not so crazy, since it creates a similar 
GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLHZHU�DQG�WKH�¶UHDO�ZRUOG·��RU�RXWVLGH�
the image and outside the car). This creates an extra layer 
- like a veil - between our tangible here and now as viewers 
and the complex actual and suggested historicity of the 
image.
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Byzantine blue (Graces) c-print in epoxy, 30 x 40 cm, 2012  

Byzantine blue (No Title I) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012

Byzantine blue 
(Holy Wisdom II) 

c-print in epoxy
88 x 88 cm, 2012  

Graces (page 9)
imilar but perhaps less complex, is this work 
��¶*UDFHV·��SDJH����WKDW�GHSLFWV�WKH�GRPHV�RI�WKH�
Hagia Sophia under again a blue sky  in which 

D�ORW�KDSSHQV��$JDLQ��QRUPDOO\��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�¶EOXH�VN\·�
implies that absolutely nothing happens there, the blue sky 
VXJJHVWV�D�VHUHQH��XQLQWHUUXSWHG�LQÀQLW\�DQG�WKH�VPDOOHVW�
event, the smallest cloud or a plane, is yet a fatal interrup-
WLRQ�RI�WKDW�LQÀQLWH�XQLW\��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�DEVROXWHO\�QR�
question of that unity here: the drama in this work takes 
place in the air and in the shape of a dark blue kind of 
lightning that seems to strike in the domes. This essen-
tially provides a formal association, since lightning is not 
blue and does not happen in a clear blue sky, but these 
paradoxes engender the layers of the work. If we stamp 
the different image elements with a timeframe, the domes 
date from the sixth century and represent an impressive 
and sustainably proven past (even though the function of 
WKH�EXLOGLQJ�FKDQJHG�LQ�WKH�ÀIWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��IURP�FKXUFK��
to mosque, there were no consequences for the view of 
WKH�H[WHULRU���ZKLOH�WKH�¶OLJKWQLQJ·�EHWUD\V�WKH�QHUYRXV�¶ELDV·�
RI�RXU�WLPH��WKH�WZHQW\�ÀUVW�FHQWXU\��0RUHRYHU��D�UDWLR�FDQ�
be drawn from the image between these two components: 
the whole turbulent drama of this moment in time covers 
only the middle of the upper part of the picture plane, 

Byzantine blue (Holy Wisdom) c-print in epoxy, 110 x 110 cm, 2012  

whilst on the sides, it is all over again, and we see the 
¶UHDO·�VN\��SKRWRJUDSKHG�ZLWK�WKH�SLQKROH�FDPHUD��ZKLFK�
is optically totally smooth/blank and therefore, congruent 
with the ancient architecture. Besides, this supposedly 
true sky is much older, as old as the earth. In the light of 
such strong indications of historical tradition and even 
prehistoric nature, the turbulence of our time is apparently 
not much more than a brief ripple. The drama is further 
mitigated by the few blue drops left which literally, also in 
terms of density, are the nearest to our time, but which do 
QRW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DOO�WKH�WXUPRLO���&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKLV�HQJHQ-
ders an almost theatrical character, in the literal sense of a 
performance on stage.

Again, this relativistic view has been formed in the vignet-
ting, which strengthens the effect of detachment and in 
this case, the effect of a somewhat moralizing piece about 
time - a times which the viewer is watching and where the 
curves caused by  the camera almost seem to be scenes, 
giving the whole the appearance of a very shallow space, 
thus also making the imposing domes look smaller, like 
stage props on a stage.

“WHILE THE ‘LIGHTNING’ BETRAYS THE 
NERVOUS ‘BIAS’ OF OUR TIME”

8 9



Byzantine blue (Fener) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012

Fener (page 10)
KLV�LPDJH��¶)HQHU·��SDJH�����VKRZV�DQ�HQODUJHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�VDPH�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�DV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ZRUN��OHIW�RI�FHQWHU��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�EOXH��WKH�PHDQLQJ�VHHPV�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�KHUH��)LUVWO\��

it can be stated that almost the entire architecture has been substracted from 
contemporary artistic interventions so that the eye can concentrate quietly 
on the image in the photo and the vague references to obscure historical or 
�P\WKLFDO�WLPHV��7KH�¶VN\·�ORRNV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW��HYHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�OHVVHU�
VSDFH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�DOORWWHG�WR�LW��LW�ZRXOG�EH�DOPRVW�D�¶QRUPDO·�EOXH�VN\��DQ�
 addition purely made for aesthetics reasons. 

Even more dramatic, shocking even, is to discover that the blue, which seemed 
to be staying neatly in its place above the architecture and in the background, 
seems to materialize right down where you can see an indentation in the 
architecture, and appears to be in the form of a thickening blob, an intervention 
LQ�WKH�LPDJH��LW�PDWHULDOL]HV��WKH�DLU�ÁRZV����,Q�D�VHQVH�DQG�LW�LV�VR��WKLV�VHHPV�
to express that the building, if this is the beginning of a continuous process, is 
about to be washed away; and in any case, the building is hidden from the view. 
It is an almost so called violent action, an invasion of our time in the past that 
FRXOG�GHVWUR\�WKDW�SDVW��KRZHYHU�VLPSOH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�GRZQZDUG�ÁRZ�RI�ÁXLG�
��DQG�WKLV�LV�MXVW�D�QDWXUDO�SURFHVV��ZDWHU�ÁRZV�IURP�WKH�WRS�GRZQ��ZKHWKHU�DV�D�
trickle or an immense river; there is no physical difference. Here, the artist must 
have slightly tilted the surface to have created just that little bit of current from a 
few centimetres to create the cause of such enormous shifts in time and space.

“A THICKENING BLOB, 
AN INTERVENTION 
IN THE IMAGE: IT 
MATERIALIZES 

(THE AIR FLOWS!)”

1110



Byzantine blue (No Title IV) c-print in epoxy, 110 x 110 cm, 2012

OLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�LV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�LPDJH��¶1R�
7LWOH�,9·��SDJH�����RI�D�URZ�RI�KRXVHV�RQ�WKH�*ROGHQ�
Horn, the wide water that separates the city of 

Istanbul from the Galata  district. Many of these houses, 
particularly the older villas, are actually somewhat dilapa-
WHG��D�ÀQH�H[DPSOH�RI�SDVW�JORU\��+RZHYHU��E\�WKH�SLQKROH�
technique here, they even seem half gone, ghosts of what 
once has been. Here the many-headed past is assimilated 
as a horizontal strip embedded in a blue sky above and 
blue a plane below, which we may safely interpret as water. 
In this case too, a pictorial drama takes place in the blue, 
both in the sky and in the water. Water is blue sometimes 
- although rarely as blue as here - and it knows all kinds 
of currents, so there the visual drama can be drawn to 
a stylized depiction and imagination of the true reality (a 
necessary pleonasm in a world which totally depends on 
ÀFWLRQDO�UHDOLWLHV���)RU�WKH�VN\��WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH��RQH�
could choose to declare the blue this time to be a kind of 
poetic freedom in order to display dramatic clouds and 
the play of the wind in that particular colour for reasons of 
coloristic cohesion or something similar.

Anyway, if we maintain the actual creative process-based 
idea that blue is the last and contemporary addition and the 
pinhole photography precedes this and refers explicitly to 
¶WKH·�RU�¶D·�SDVW��D�UHYHUVH�VLWXDWLRQ��DV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�ZRUN�
RFFXUV��KHUH�WKH�H\H��FRQGLWLRQHG�DV�LW�LV��ÀUVW�HQFRXQWHUV�

No Title IV (page 13)
a monochrome but  also layered blue plane - a way of 
painting that could not exist before the twentieth century. In 
that case, the plane, as a symbol of our time, has been ex-
plicitly broken by the photographic horizontal form. In other 
words, here, history intervenes in the present and causes 
a kind of schism or at least a division into two fragments of 
an originally continuous surface. There would be much to 
say about this. Herewith, I would like to restrict myself to 
one interpretation, namely that our time does not know an 
undivided culture anymore, the world is more fragmented 
than ever, we have no longer one image of ourselves and 
the world we live in, but a kaleidoscopic, centripetal, ever-
FKDQJLQJ�YDULHW\�RI�RIWHQ�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�HOHPHQWV�GHÀQLQJ�
our vision and therefore our position and our opinions. This 
ZDV�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW�LQ�%\]DQWLXP�DQG�DOVR�LQ�WKH�&RQVWDQWL-
nople in the Ottoman Empire: cultures with a centre, a clear 
overall structure and a dominant monotheistic religion.
That past is here overwhelmed, almost disappearing in 
WKH�URLOLQJ�WXUEXOHQFH�RI�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�WZHQW\�ÀUVW�
century: in this interpretation, the monochrome emerges 
DV�LFRQRFODVWLF�hEHUPDOXQJ�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�RQ�LWV�ZD\��
On the other hand, one can insist that the caesura in the 
wild blue offers a view on alternatives, however distant 
in time and space they are. There is the old architecture 
and simultaneously new devices whereby the view in the 
historical dimension in general may provide insight into our 
own time and its dilemmas.

“ONE COULD CHOOSE TO DECLARE THE BLUE 
THIS TIME TO BE A KIND OF POETIC FREEDOM”
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Byzantine blue (Truth or Dare) c-print in epoxy, 110 x 110 cm, 2012

Byzantine blue (Bright) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012 Byzantine blue (Gracious) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012
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Byzantine blue (Structures) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012

HUH��¶6WUXFWXUHV·��SDJH�����\RX�VHH�DQ�DSSDUHQWO\�,VODPLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
structure that has been taken out of its historical and spatial context by 
WZR�IDFWRUV��,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��WKH�SLQKROH�SKRWRJUDSK\�LWVHOI�UHSODFHV�

everyday-material aspect of the building by a bright light from an unknown 
source right above in the picture; this transforms the whole performance into 
a moment of also meta phorically enlightening spirituality.

On the other hand, one wonders how long the life span of this epiphany will 
ODVW��7KH�VHFRQG�VLJQLÀFDQW�IDFWRU�DOUHDG\�HPHUJHV�DQG�QRW�ZLWKRXW�YLROHQFH��
WKH�EOXH�LQ�WKH�IRUHJURXQG�VHHPV�WR�EH�ULVLQJ�DV�UDSLGO\�DV�ÁRZLQJ�ZDWHU��WKDW�
perhaps will soon reach the façade with who knows what consequences for the 
spiritual serenity that it was just part of. And if that is not enough, the building 
DOVR�¶VLJKV·�XQGHU�D�NLQG�RI�ERPEDUGPHQW�RI�ORRVH�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�SLHFHV�
of blue pigment. This gives the picture an unexpected apocalyptic meaning, 
SHUKDSV�HYHQ�PRUDOLVWLF��DOPRVW�OLNH�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��D�QHZ�ÁRRG�HQJXOIV�WKH�
UHPDLQV�RI�D�¶VLQIXO·�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��%XW�DQRWKHU�DUJXPHQW�PD\�DOVR�EH�SXW�IRUZDUG�
here:  that the view over and through the blue offers just hope; the viewer can 
FKRRVH�IRU�KLPVHOI��)LQDOO\��RQH�FDQ�SDVV�E\�WKH�SRODULW\�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SXW�RQ�
WKH�VWDJH��DOVR�KHUH�WKH�SLQKROH�WHFKQLTXH�FUHDWHV�DQ�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�¶ZLQJV·�DV�
on a stage) by constructing a synthesis. Then, this work becomes the emblem 
of a turbulent and disturbing time, which is spiritual at the same time. Old tried 
human data are combined with a new dynamic to access an authentic future; 
after all the only aspect of time that is never explicitly discussed in this work, 
but which is always implicitly present in each perception of past and present.

Structures (page 16)
“ALSO HERE THE 

PINHOLE TECHNIQUE 
CREATES AN IMPRES-
SION OF ‘WINGS’ AS 

ON A STAGE”

1716



Byzantine blue (No Title VII) c-print in epoxy, 30 x 40 cm, 2012

No Title VIII (page 19)
QWHULRUV�VFHQHV�VHHP�WR�PH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VLJQLÀFDQFH�
not materially different from what is going on outside. 
Taking further the work discussed here, a comparison 

FDQ�YHU\�ZHOO�EH�GUDZQ��7KH�SLFWXUH��¶1R�7LWOH�9,,,·��SDJH�
����VKRZV�D�IDLUO\�ODUJH�SDUW�RI�DQ�LFRQRVWDVLV��D�ZDOO�
with icons that for liturgical reasons acts as a separator 
EHWZHHQ�QDYH�DQG�FKRLU�RI�WKH�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK��,Q�WHUPV�
RI�,VWDQEXO·V�KLVWRU\��ZH�DUH�QRZ�LQ�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�FXOWXUH��

The most visible is an almost luminous icon of a Madonna 
and child, what is shown on the right is less easy to distin-
guish. Anyway, the iconostasis is an essential expression 
of Orthodox spirituality. The blue, in the interpretation of 
this work has become symbolic of our time, dealing with 
an ambiguous way as with some buildings. 

On the one hand, a part of the left side of the Madonna 
icon is respectfully followed in almost connecting drops, 
and the smaller icon beneath it, whose representation is 
no longer visible, but the function is no less obvious, even 
FRPSOHWHO\��DQG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IUDPHG��DV�LI�LW�LV�D�IUDJLOH�MHZHO�
that needs protection. At the same time, it looks like two 
large shapeless blue spots disturbing the image to a great 

“JUST LIKE THE APPARENT ICONOCLASM OF MALEVICH’S BLACK SQUARE OR 
THE DRIPPINGS FROM THE REAL POLLOCK RATHER DID NOT CANCEL THE 

PRECEDING IMAGES THEY WERE CREATING, A NEW IMAGE FOR THE FUTURE...”

extent. They are caused by the force with which they have 
been thrown against the picture plane. This is actually 
a provocation, a physical assault on traditional values - 
Pollock Meets the Icon, so to speak. Yet, the blue spots 
represent, of which the left one shows a long dripping part, 
no destructive bombardment of profanity in a tranquil, spi-
ritual environment. They take up relatively little space and 
although their intentions leave nothing to the imagination, 
an expert restorer could probably restore the image. There-
fore, we may conclude here that there is a more apparent 
than actual contradiction. 

-XVW�OLNH�WKH�DSSDUHQW�LFRQRFODVP�RI�0DOHYLFK·V�%ODFN�
Square or the drippings from the real Pollock rather did 
not cancel the preceding images they were creating, a 
new image for the future (on the basis of this of which the 
spiritual qualities were not an ounce less), here too, there 
seems to be an attempt to build on the basis of what was 
a new formulation of a synthesis seemingly of the duality 
recurring in this work between old and new, past and 
present, static and dynamic, black and white versus 
FRORXU��VROLG�DQG�ÁXLG�HWF��HWF�
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Byzantine blue 
(Animal Print) 
c-print in epoxy
40 x 30 cm
2012

Byzantine blue (M) c-print in epoxy, 30 x 40 cm, 2012

Byzantine blue (No Title VI) 
c-print in epoxy 
88 x 88 cm
2012

Byzantine blue (Moist/Dry) c-print in epoxy, 30 x 40 cm, 2012

Byzantine blue (No Title V) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012 Byzantine blue (Omen) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012
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Byzantine blue (No Title II) c-print in epoxy, 88 x 88 cm, 2012

No Title II (page 22)
LVXDOO\�DPELJXRXV�LV�WKLV�ZRUN��¶1R�7LWOH�,,·��SDJH�
22) whereby both elements strengthen each 
RWKHU��7KH�SKRWRJUDSK�VKRZV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�&KULVW�

Pantocrator. However, it has become so vague, due to the 
technique that the Almighty has become a kind of ghostly 
ÀJXUH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�RXW�RI�SODFH�LQ�D�KRUURU�ÀOP��
Simultaneously, he is strong and omnipresent due to the 
central position he is given on the picture plane. This is 
about an icon or mosaic, but because his face looms out 
of an encircling grey  sur face, it looks as if he is portrayed 
in stone, but then, in such a way reminiscent of the Shrine 
of Turin. It seems a print of the original. Stone is hard and 
solid made to survive centuries. By analogy, one could 
conclude that this Pantocrator, however immaterial, is in 
WUXWK�¶SHWULÀHG·��D�ORJRV�ZKLFK�DV�UHDFKHG�XV�RXW�RI�DQ�LGHD�
that survived, a high quality memory but with little actual 
VLJQLÀFDQFH��H[FHSW�IRU�ZKR�LV�SUHSDUHG�WR�GLJ�GHHS��

The blue resembles water again threatening to drown the 
¶VWRQH·�3DQWRFUDWRU��ÁRZLQJ�IURP�DOO�GLUHFWLRQV��+RZHYHU��
it is not so at the very moment the work portrays. Here, 
it is still an impulse. One could sustain that the blue only 
 washes away empty spaces, doing so with such respect 

as to spare the picture which is of true importance: maybe 
there is still place for such archetypes in our time, even if 
they probably receive another form, another expression. 
This image also expresses this idea in a kind of visual 
analysis of a cultural status quo by which opposites or 
apparent opposites are presented to reach a common 
form. 

This is why both images, the grey of the old photograph 
and the blue of the new, seem to blend in a united image 
which, in a descriptive narrative of this picture, gives 
dynamic peace to such an extent that it is at the expense 
of a co-existential polarity which aspires to become a 
new icon and which maybe has already become one. The 
subject of this work is unclear (but it has this in common 
ZLWK�WKH�RWKHUV���,Q�DQ\�FDVH��D�ÀJXUH�VHHPV�WR�ZDON�LQWR�
WKH�SDLQWLQJ���KH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�VWHSSHG�RXW�RI�¶RXU·�ZRUOG��
WKH�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�VSDFH�RI�WKH�YLHZHU·V�KHUH�DQG�QRZ��
into that of the painting, just as in fairy tales or folklore from 
various cultures. 
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Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��WKH�ODVW�SDLQWLQJ��¶(VFDSH·��SDJH�����
presents again a very dramatic image with connotations 
very relevant to our time as well as timeless. In terms of 

its composition and underlying relationships between the 
components, this work is maybe a loner in the oeuvre; but 
then, a loner with a lot to tell and worth listening to in the 
ÀHOGV�RI�WUDGLWLRQV��URXWLQHV��WHFKQLTXHV�DQG�XVDJH�

The subject of this work is unclear (but it has this in com-
PRQ�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHUV���,Q�DQ\�FDVH��D�ÀJXUH�VHHPV�WR�ZDON�
LQWR�WKH�SDLQWLQJ���KH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�VWHSSHG�RXW�RI�¶RXU·�
ZRUOG��WKH�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�VSDFH�RI�WKH�YLHZHU·V�KHUH�
and now, into that of the painting, just as in fairy tales or 
folklore from various cultures. He seems to carry a load, 
something large, which requires both his arms. It is also 
XQFOHDU�ZKHWKHU�KH��,�FDOO�KLP�¶KH·��LV�MXVW�ZDONLQJ�RU�UXQ-
ning. In any case, he walks towards a kind of black hole, 
a door or maybe a window, towards the frame, anyway 
WRZDUGV�WKH�RXWVLGH��7KH�EOXH��ZKLFK�LV�D�PXFK�ÁXLG�DV�
WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO��ZLWK�DOO�HOHPHQWV�RI�FRQÁLFW�SUHVHQW��
does not seem to impose itself as a strange body on the 
vague black and white picture; it rather seems to wish for 
complementariness. The work seems to only have one 
objective, a simple one without meaning, namely to pay 

AND SO THIS OEUVRE EVOLVES, OF WHICH ONLY A 
FEW EXAMPLES ARE PRESENT HERE, IN A CONTINUUM 
WHICH ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING WITHIN THE 
CONDITION HUMAINE. OPPORTUNITIES, CONFLICTS, 
OPPOSITE DESIRES, AMBIGUOUS DENIALS, PARADISE 
LOST AND A SPIRITUAL FUTURE, THE SOLID AND THE 
FLUID, FLIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS, ROMANTIC 
NOSTALGIA AND HARD REALITY. 

IN THIS WAY, ISTANBUL IS A PARS PRO TOTO, AN 
EXAMPLE, A METAPHOR FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, 
MATERIAL AND IMMATERIAL, IN WHICH MAN HAS TO 
FIND HIS PLACE AND CREATE HIS DESTINY.    

Escape (page 27)
attention to the protagonist who gives the impression that 
he would like to leave the scene as quickly as possible and 
WKLV��QRW�RI�KLV�RZQ�IUHH�ZLOO��,�UHDG�KLV�PRYHPHQW�DV�ÁLJKW��
$ZD\�IURP�KHUH��$ZD\�IURP�WKH�SLFWXUH�IUDPH��DQG�WKHQ�
undoubtedly, within another picture frame, but where this 
may be, no one knows yet; there is only a black hole. If 
someone is in such a rush  to undergo such an involuntary 
rite of passage, there must be much at stake. 

Who is he? I think: the age-old vagabond, the nomad, 
the wandering Jew or, in modern terms: the refugee, the 
migrant, constantly on the way from nowhere to nowhere, 
QHYHU�ÀQGLQJ�D�KRPH��7KH�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�QRPDG��WKH�
migrant, seems to me to be the most characteristic icon of 
our times, which not only concerns the migrant literally but 
also the status of our culture: together, and often against 
each other, we are adrift. Within this context, one could 
LQWHUSUHW�WKLV�ÀJXUH�DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�HPHUJHV�IURP�WKH�
uncertain water to climb to dry land; a path which we all 
have travelled during birth and which stands as symbol of 
million years of evolution.This may be why this image is so 
powerful: at wish, the meaning lends itself to enlargement 
and reduction, from individual to cosmic and back. But 
WKHVH�DUH�ELJ�ZRUGV��LW�LV��,�ÀQG��D�GLVWXUELQJ�LPDJH�

“THE NOMAD SEEMS TO ME TO BE THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC ICON OF OUR TIMES, 
WHICH NOT ONLY CONCERNS THE MIGRANT LITERALLY BUT ALSO THE STATUS OF 

OUR CULTURE: TOGETHER, AND OFTEN AGAINST EACH OTHER, WE ARE ADRIFT”
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Byzantine blue (Escape) c-print in epoxy, 40 x 30 cm, 2012

EDUCATION
���������� 5R\DO�$FDGHP\�RI�$UWV��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LQH�$UWV��

The Hague, NL
���� 9LVXDO�&XOWXUH�6WXGLHV�E\�.DWKDULQD�6LHYHUGLQJ��

Summer Academy Salzburg, Austria
Masterclass Storytelling by Eder Santos and Tom 
YDQ�9OLHW��)UHH�$FDGHP\��7KH�+DJXH��1/

���� Masterclasts Video Presentation by Walter Verdin, 
)UHH�$FDGHP\��7KH�+DJXH��1/
International Performance Summer Academy, 
Berlin, Germany
0DVWHUFODVV�([SDQGHG�&LQHPD�E\�(GHU�6DQWRV�DQG�
7RP�YDQ�9OLHW��)UHH�$FDGHP\��7KH�+DJXH��1/

��������� 2ULHQWDWLRQ�&RXUVH��*HUULW�5LHWYHOG�$FDGHP\�
Amsterdam, NL

EXHIBITIONS
���� 1RPDGH��&KkWHDX�GH�0RQWFKHUDQG��*HQqYH��

Switzerland (solo)
1RPDGH��:,32��*HQqYH��6ZLW]HUODQG��VROR�
The Hague People & Isaac Israels, Pulchri Studio, 
The Hague, NL
%\]DQWLQH�%OXH��*DOOHU\�$UW������,VWDQEXO��
Turkey, (solo)
Play ZonMW, The Hague, (solo), NL

���� =RPHU([SR�������$QRQLHP�*HNR]HQ��1HZ�PDVWHUV�IURP�
WKH�/RZ�&RXQWULHV��*HPHHQWHPXVHXP��7KH�+DJXH��1/
,,1),,1,,7����+HQGULN·V�+DLNX·V��3�(�0���7KH�+DJXH��1/
Artstart, Art Rotterdam, Rotterdam, NL

���� ,,1),,1,,7��%+�����7KH�+DJXH��1/
-RNDL�&OXE��%XGDSHVW��+XQJDU\
*ORZ�ZLWK�WKH�)ORZ��:DOOV�*DOOHU\��$PVWHUGDP��1/
Artstart, Pulchri Studio, The Hague, NL 
7KLUG�GLPHQVLRQV��.ODDV�2SHQ�$WHOLHU��/DUHQ��VROR�

���� 7KH�)LQDOH��7X]UDNWHU��%XGDSHVW��+XQJDU\
8QGHUJURXQG�2FFXSDWLRQ��+DDJVH�.XQVWNULQJ��
The Hague, NL
'HPRFUDF\�LQ�$FWLRQ��&LW\�+DOO��7KH�+DJXH��1/
Thriller at Jennyfair, Planetarium, Vienna, Austria
)ODWODQG��,'����'HOIW���1/
Point of View Women, Nutshuis, The Hague, NL

EXHIBITIONS
���� 6ROR�H[KLELWLRQ��12�(;,7��.XQVWKDXV�(VVHQ��(VVHQ��

Germany
Alte Saline/Pernerinsel, Hallein, Salzburg, Austria
Solo exhibition White Whale, Galerie im Alcatraz, 
Hallein, Salzburg, Austria
Graduation Show, NO EXIT, Royal Academy of Arts, 
The Hague, NL
¶0DJLF�6RPHWKLQJ�:LFNHG·��6HH�7KURXJK�'ULYH�E\�*DOOHU\��
The Hague, NL

���� RAW, IPAH, Berlin, Germany
Blue shack with White Sandwiches, with Jaap Broersen, 
Ministery of Economic Affairs, The Hague, NL 
+RPH��6ZHHW�+RPH��$UWLVW·V�LQLWLDWLYH�-RKDQQHV�¶����
The Hague, NL

���� 6KRZ�2ULHQWDWLRQ�&RXUVH��*HUULW�5LHWYHOG�$FDGHP\��
Amsterdam

COMMISSIONS
���� International Organisation, video, The Hague, NL
���� %RE·V�VWRULHV��SULYDWH�FRPPLVVLRQ��LQVWDOODWLRQ��7KH�+DJXH�

Private commission, photograph,, Utrecht
���� Blue shack with White Sandwiches, installation, Ministry 

of Economic Affairs, The Hague, NL

VARIOUS
���� Residency at Maison des Arts Plastiques Rhône-Alpes, 

/\RQ��)UDQFH
���� Residency Maasvlakte 2, invited by the Port of Rotterdam
���� &R�IRXQGHU�9HUEHHOGLQJ������)RXQGDWLRQ��LQGHSHQGHQW�

RIÀFH�IRU�ÀQH�DUW�DQG�SXEOLF�VSDFH�
���� 5HVLGHQF\��+XQJDULDQ�0XOWLFXOWXUDO�&HQWHU��%XGDSHVW��

Hungary
���� 3XEOLFDWLRQ��'U��8ZH�6FKUDPP��.XQVWKDXV�(VVHQ������

PUBLICATIONS
���� &DWDORJXH��=RPHU([SR��$QRQLHP�*HNR]HQ��1HZ�PDVWHUV�

IURP�WKH�/RZ�&RXQWULHV��*HPHHQWHPXVHXP
Havenkrant, Mijn havenplek

���� 3XEOLFDWLRQ��)ODWODQG��,'����'HOIW
����� 12�(;,7��8ZH�6FKUDPP��.XQVWKDXV�(VVHQ

CV Brigitte Spiegeler
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Exhibition organised within the 
framework of the  celebrations of 
400 years of diplomatic relations 
between the Netherlands and 
Turkey and supported by 
the  Netherlands Consulate General.

www.bspiegeler.nl


